Taylor Athletic Handbook
NEW – Revised May 2018

Section 1)

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
The philosophy of the Taylor High School Athletic Department is to offer the opportunity to be a
part of a team to as many of our students as possible. We feel strongly that athletics are extremely
important in the development of the mind as well as the body. We feel leadership skills can be
developed through athletics. Being an athlete at Taylor High School is a privilege; we therefore
have the right to expect higher standards of behavior from our athletes than we do the general
student body. We expect positive leadership at all times, as well as high levels of achievement
academically and athletically. THS athletics also provide a unifying influence upon our student
body and between our school and community. Winning is very important to our athletic programs;
however, handling setbacks and learning how to deal with adversity is equally important. Being
successful is not always recorded on the scoreboard or in the win-loss records. Finally, as is true
in all aspects of education at Taylor High School, our athletic program is committed to the pursuit of
excellence, acknowledging that the quest itself is the most significant aspect of achievement.

Section 2)

SPORTS OFFERED
Fall
Boys- Football, Soccer, Cross Country, Tennis, Cheer
Girls- Volleyball, Soccer, Cross Country , Golf, Cheer
Winter
Boys- Basketball, Wrestling, Cheer
Girls- Basketball, Cheer, Wrestling
Spring
Boys- Baseball, Track, Golf
Girls- Softball, Track, Tennis

Section 3)

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS
Each participant is to have on file a completed IHSAA Parent-Physician Form. All sections of the
form must be fully completed including signatures of the athlete, parents, and the physicians.
Forms are available in the athletic office. The IHSAA requires that physicals be dated between
May 1 and the first practice for that sport for each school year. Students may not practice until a
completed physical form is on file in the Athletic Office.

Section 4)

RULES FOR PARTICIPATION
Introduction
It is the responsibility of the student-athlete and their parents/guardians to take the time to read the
following rules and policies and to make sure the student/athlete understands his/her role in
athletics. These standards have been agreed upon by the Athletic Council; consisting of the
Principal, Athletic Director, and 50% of the head coaches. The following rules, adopted by the
Athletic Council, are for all Taylor High School athletes, managers, or other students involved in
support of an athletic team. The coach of a particular sport may require rules in addition to these
rules, which may be stricter than these rules. Participation in Taylor High School Athletics is a
privilege, and not a right. Taylor High School expects a higher standard of conduct from its
athletes than from students who are non-athletes. If a student does not wish to follow this higher

standard of conduct, then he or she should decide not to be a Taylor High School athlete. During
the time a student is a Taylor High School athlete, he or she will be in the public eye and will be
representing the school not only while participating in a particular sport, but also at all other times,
both in and out of school, and during non-school hours, including vacations.

RULES
1.

An athlete shall not at any time, on or off school property, possess, sell, use, or be under
the influence of alcohol, illegal drugs, or intoxicants of any kind.

2.

An athlete shall not, at any time, on or off school property, possess or use tobacco in any
form. This shall include, but not be limited to snuff, chewing tobacco, or smoking tobacco.

3.

Athletes wishing to participate in athletics must enroll in the Taylor High School Random
Drug Testing Program.

4.

An athlete shall not engage in actions which result in criminal arrest, conviction, or produce
other evidence of criminal wrongdoing that are not in keeping with the general philosophy
of athletics. Examples are, but not limited to, shoplifting, theft, vandalism, criminal
mischief, drug use/possession/selling, and assault.

5.

All of these rules are in effect year round, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. That is, the
rules are in effect during the season, the off-season, and during the summer and all other
vacations.

6.

An athlete must pass five credit awarding subjects every grading period to be eligible to
participate in athletics. Grades are issued every nine weeks. Mid-term reports do not
count toward eligibility. Semester grades will always override the nine weeks grades.
IHSAA By-Law / Enrollment

7.

There is an age limitation to participate in athletics. An athlete is eligible so long as he or
she is not age twenty on or before the day of the state finals of that given sport.
IHSAA By-Law / Age

8.

If an athlete is absent from practice for five to ten days due to illness or injury, he or she
will be required to present written proof from a doctor that he or she is able to attend
practice and participate again. The athlete must then participate in a minimum of four
practices before being eligible to compete in a contest.
IHSAA By-Law / Illness and Injury

9.

If an athlete is absent from practices for more than ten days due to illness or injury, he
or she will be required to present written proof from a doctor that he or she is able to attend
practice and participate again. The athlete must then participate in a minimum of six
practices before being eligible to compete in a contest.
IHSAA By-Law / Illness and Injury

10.

An athlete must have ten separate days of practice before participating in any sporting
event; an exception is girls golf, which requires only two days. Individual student
athletes moving directly from one sport season to the next sport season may be eligible to
participate in a following season contest after five separate days of organized practice
under the direct supervision of the high school coaching staff.
IHSAA By-Law / Practice

11.

When a student transfers with a corresponding change of residence by the
parent-guardian, the principal of the receiving school shall conduct an investigation and
after such investigation may recommend residence eligibility of the student-athlete to the
Commissioner provided: (1) the change of residence is bona fide; and (2) there is no
evidence of transferring the primarily athletic reason; and (3) there is no evidence of undue
influence. A student cannot become eligible for competition until approval has been
granted by the IHSAA. If transfer requirements are not met, a student may be granted
“limited eligibility” which allows for participation at the junior varsity or freshman level only
for 365 day, or in some cases, a student may be ruled ineligible for athletic participation.
IHSAA By-Law / Transfer 19-5

12.

Athletes are responsible for the care of athletic equipment issued to them, and may be
expected to pay for any lost equipment or equipment which is damaged by carelessness.

13.

Athletes are responsible for making sure that all team practice package money is turned in
to the coach in a timely manner.

14.

As a representative of Taylor High School, athletes are expected to be well groomed and
neat in appearance at all times. In the event that a student has a documented medical
reason for not being able to meet the coach’s policy regarding proper grooming, The
Athletic Director may exempt that particular athlete from that rule.

15.

For the safety of all athletes, wearing jewelry is not allowed during participation in practices
of sporting events. The wearing of jewelry is prohibited in accordance with the
IHSAA By-Laws

16.

An athlete shall practice and participate in only one sport at a time, unless coaches in two
programs agree to share an athlete. Prior to discussion with coaches and parents, an
athlete will choose their primary sport which will have precedence on conflicting dates. At
this point, both coaches, the athlete, his/her parents and the Athletic Director will meet to
outline the season in the best interest of the athlete. (Non-school sports of “club teams”
are not governed by this rule) If the athlete meets the criteria for a varsity letter in both
sports, he/she will receive a varsity letter in both sports.
Before the first practice, an athlete must have on file, a completed physical form.
Before the first IHSAA event, an athlete must have on file:
-Emergency Medical Form
-Signed Athletic Handbook/ Drug Policy Form
-Signed Concussion Fact Sheet
-Signed Sudden Cardiac Arrest Form

17.

18.

An athlete who has been suspended from school cannot practice or play in an event during
the suspension or be on the school’s ground during the suspension for other activities.

19.

Taylor High School is governed by the Indiana High School Athletic Association.
The IHSAA By-Laws can be found by going to www.ihsaa.org. Any questions concerning
the rules and regulation of the IHSAA should be clarified by the Principal or Athletic
Director.

20.

In order for an athlete to be eligible for participation, they cannot be more than One hour
late in the morning while attending the rest of the school day or cannot leave more than
one hour prior to the end of the school day, after being at school all day. Doctor’s
appointments, or any other preapproved absences, during the school day must be
preapproved by contacting the Principal, Assistant Principal or Athletic Director. There are
exceptions if preapproved.
IHSAA By-Laws

21.

For Saturday eligibility, an athlete must be in compliance with rule 20 on the Friday
preceding Saturday. Additionally, a student who misses Friday with an excused absence
turned in prior to the end of the school day Friday is eligible on Saturday.

22.

In addition to these rules, athletes are also bound by any other rules of the Taylor High
School Handbook, which may apply, additional rules which each individual coach may
have; as well as the Rules of the IHSAA.

PENALTIES
1. When an athlete fails to follow a reasonable request, the coach shall inform the athlete at that
time by removing the athlete from the practice or contest to an area of privacy to inform the
athlete of the possible consequences of any further offense.
2.

3.

Violations involving possession or use of any kind of tobacco substance will result in the
following minimal suspensions:
2.1

First violation involving the possession or use of any kind of tobacco substance
would result in a suspension of 10% of the current sports season, or from the
participation in the next sports participation.

2.2

Second violation involving the possession or use of any kind of tobacco
substance would result in a suspension of 50% of the current
sports season, or from the participation in the next sports participation.

2.3

Third violation involving possession or use of any kind of tobacco substance
would result in suspension of the athlete for 365 days from the date of the
suspension.

Violations involving possession or use of alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, felony, or
any misdemeanor which is derogatory to the proper conduct of an athlete shall be
enforced as follows:
3.1

A positive drug test will result in the student-athlete being suspended from
athletics for 50% of the contests.

3.2

Student-athlete must be re-tested after the suspension has been served and
provide a negative drug test to be eligible.

3.3
A second positive drug test will result in the student-athlete being
suspended for one calendar year (365 days) from athletics.

4.

3.4.

Student-athlete must participate in a drug/alcohol education program at his or her
own expense and written notification from the drug/alcohol program must be
submitted to the athletic director verifying completion of the program (online
program, school guidance counselor,etc)

3.5

Student-athlete must be re-tested at own expense and provide a negative drug
test to be eligible after testing positive.

3.6

Any student-athlete found to be in possession of illegal drugs (alcohol included)
on or off school property will also receive a 50% suspension of their respective
athletic season contests even though a drug screen test might be negative.

3.7

Non-violent felony or misdemeanor arrest of a student-athlete or any conduct
deemed to embarrass the school or athletic association will result in the studentathlete being suspended from participation of 50% of their respective athletic
contests.

3.8

Misuse of technology- including but not limited to damaging the reputation of a
staff member, coach, student, athlete, bullying any of the aforementioned, or
otherwise making disparaging remarks directed at a member of the Taylor
Community on social media, i.e. Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram, etc., text
messaging, emails, personal messages- will result in loos of 50% of their
respective athletic contests.

3.9

A subsequent offense for violating 3.6, 3.7 and 3.8 results in the student-athlete
being suspended for one calendar year (365 days) from the date of the second
offense.

3.10

In determining the exact number of games a student-athlete is to be suspended,
the appropriate percentage will be multiplied times the total number of games
scheduled (to include one post season contest) in that particular sport and any
fractional outcomes will be rounded to the nearest whole number.

3.11

Any remaining contests that the student-athlete was unable to serve as a
suspension due to the season ending will be carried over into that studentathlete’s next sport per % for the next season total number of contests.
Athletic suspensions carry over from one school year to
the next per % for the suspension per next season total number of
contests.

Violations involving lateness or unexcused absences to athletic practices or contests
shall be enforced as follows:
4.1

Each coach shall have a tardy policy for athletes to follow, and inform all
athletes of said policy.

4.2

Each coach will have definite penalties to enforce tardies that are inexcusable.

Penalties such as extra conditioning, skill development or extra weight training
are all acceptable provided the activities are beneficial and not unreasonable in
terms of the athlete’s physical condition.

ELIGIBILITY FOR AWARDS:
5.

Section 5)

Violations involving eligibility for awards:
5.1

An athlete who becomes scholastically ineligible before the contest season
ends shall not receive an award.

5.2

Any athlete who misses 50% of season due to a handbook violation or fails to
complete the season due to a school policy violation as stated in the Athletic
Handbook will not receive a Varsity Letter in their sport.

5.3

Any athlete who fails to participate in the final athletic contest due to a reason NOT
due to an Athletic Handbook violation may or may not receive a Varsity Letter and
shall be determined by head coach and athletic director.

5.4

An athlete who incurs an injury during the sports season while participating or
practicing in the sport may or may not receive an award based on the coach
and Athletic Director’s ruling. This only applies to cases where the athlete is
unable to complete the season due to an injury.

5.5

The coach and Athletic Director shall determine whether an athlete who is
unable to complete the season due to an injury suffered outside the designated
sport shall receive an award.

ATHLETIC REVIEW BOARD
Any decision made by the Principal, Athletic Director, or coach of a sport may be appealed
to the Athletic Review Board. The Athletic Review Board will be comprised of one School
Board Member, one administrator, athletic director, and three head coaches. The mission of
this committee will be to review all pertinent facts regarding the decision in question.
When a decision is made that you wish to appeal, it is expected that you contact the individual
making the decision. After the action has been discussed with the coach or responsible party
and you still feel the decision is inappropriate, you may file an appeal with the Athletic Review
Board.
To request action by the Athletic Review Board you must submit in writing to the Athletic
Director, within 14 calendar days of the decision to be reviewed, the following:
1) Decision being appealed
2) Reason for appeal
3) Any pertinent information supporting the reason for appeal
The Board will convene at the earliest possible time to review materials. The Board will
request information from both parties. A final written decision of the Athletic Review Board
will be sent to the appealing party, the Superintendent, the Principal, and members of the
Athletic Review Board. The Athletic Review Board’s decision will be final.

Section 6)

MINIMUM ATTENDANCE POLICY
A student-athlete at Taylor High School has two options to adhere to Athletic Handbook
Policy allowing a student-athlete to be eligible to participate in practice or in any athletic
contest scheduled on a school day.
1) Attend school all day (7:45a.m. - 2:36)
2) The student cannot be more two hours late in the morning while attending the
rest of the school day or leaving early by two hour after being at school all day.
Doctor appointment during the school day must be preapproved by contacting
the Principal Assistant Principal or Athletic Director. There are exceptions if
preapproved.

Section 7)

NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE

PROSPCTIVE COLLEGIATE ATHLETES
It is an honor and great accomplishment to have the opportunity to compete at the collegiate level.
Collaboratively, our coaches and athletic department will make available any information (profiles,
videos, etc.) to college recruiters and provide needed assistance to any student-athlete with the
ability and desire to compete intercollegiate. However, there are some very important facts that
each athlete must be aware of. The following is information in regard to college participation.
Should you have any questions, please speak with your coach, guidance counselor, or athletic
director.
1.

NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE
All prospective NCAA Division I and II athletes must register with the NCAA
clearinghouse. Please see guidance department for more information.

2.

FINANCIAL ASSITANCE (FEDERAL AND STATE)
All college bound students should complete and submit the standard Financial Aid Form to
be considered for financial assistance. This is a free application. To be considered for
state aid, the FAF must be postmarked no later than March 1. Please note that current tax
return information is necessary to complete the FAF.

3.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
NCAA academic requirements are available in the athletic or guidance office. Please note
that listed GPA and SAT/ACT scores represent only the minimum NCAA standards for
freshman eligibility in Divisions I and II. Keep in mind that these standards do not reflect
the admission requirements of individual colleges or universities which vary greatly in regard
to GPA and standardized test scores.

4.

SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST (SAT): AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST (ACT)
All prospective student-athletes must take and achieve a minimum score on the SAT or
ACT to be eligibile as college freshman.

Section 8)

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
The Indiana High School Athletic Association, of which Taylor High School is a voluntary member,
requires student-athletes:
● to be passing in five credit-awarding subjects at the time of the certification date.
● once established eligible by the IHSAA, to have no more than one course F during any
one-week period
o grade verifications will be completed each Friday determining eligibility for the
following week. Students must attend practice while they are suspended from play
to be eligible to return. Grades will be checked the following Friday allowing an
athlete to be reinstated.
● to be accountable to individual class withdraw/fail due to attendance- athlete who is
removed from a single class due to absenteeism will receive a two-week suspension.
Athlete may regain eligibility by attending Study Hall/OSR during that period 100% of the
time during suspension.
● Any student who misses 10 days, excused or unexcused, without a doctor’s note, will be
removed from all extra-curricular activities for the remainder of the semester.
 At Taylor High School, athletics can be a very important part of one’s high school experience, but
the academic commitment is and always will be the most important goal we have. We expect our
student-athletes to work to their potential in the classroom in order to become outstanding citizens
in our community.

Section 9)

INSURANCE
Taylor High School does not carry medical/hospitalization insurance for its athletes. Add: IHSAA
carries catastrophic insurance for all high school athletes in the event that an injury and treatment
exceeds $25,000.

Section 10)

AWARD SYSTEM
1.
2.
3.
4.

A middle school athlete shall receive a certificate of participation.
An athlete shall receive a letter T ADD: and sport specific chevron for their first varsity
sport they letter in and a chevron for each letter earned along with a certificate of
participation.
A junior varsity athlete shall receive a certificate.
To earn an honor jacket, the athlete shall meet the following requirements:
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5

5.

Letter in one sport at least three out of four high school years.
Earn a minimum of six varsity letters in more than one sport
Jacket would be presented at the conclusion of the season in which the
athlete met the above requirements.
Reserve awards shall not contribute towards the jacket.
Students who are currently juniors, or seniors for the 2018-2019 season will be
“grandfathered” in with the previous rule of four varsity letters to earn an honor
jacket. Freshman athletes and those following them will be held to the six letter
criteria.

To purchase a letter jacket, the athlete or manager shall meet the following
requirements:
5.1

Be a sophomore, which is assessed by credits.

5.2

If a sophomore or above earns their first varsity “T” they can purchase their jacket
immediately at the conclusion of that sport.

6.

The blanket award m
 ay be earned when an athlete has earned a varsity letter in at least
eight different seasons. However, the blanket will not be presented until the athlete’s senior
year.

7.

The ring award may be earned at the end of the season once an athlete has earned
a varsity award in ten different seasons. The ring will be presented on Honors Day.

8.

Junior Varsity awards shall not count toward the honor jacket, blanket, or ring awards.
The ring award is the top honor award and entitles the athlete to be installed in the
Taylor Hall of Fame.
Award Presentations
a.
ALL awards shall be presented at the athletic banquets even though some
awards, such as, the honor jacket, conference awards, and IHSAA awards
may have been received by the athlete on an earlier date.
b.
ALL honors that have been earned by an athlete, such as, Taylor awards,
conference awards, sectional or state recognition, shall be mentioned by
the coach at the awards banquet.

9.

Hall of Fame Criteria
a.
For a team to enter a picture in the Hall of Fame, it shall be a sectional
champion or better.
b.
An individual who receives ten varsity letters shall enter the Hall of Fame.
c.
An individual who becomes a sectional champion or better shall enter
the Hall of Fame.
d.
An individual who is First Team AP All-State candidate.
e.
An individual who is an All-State candidate on the North/South or
Second Team AP All-State candidate can use this honor one time during
their Senior year to go toward the ring and Hall of Fame honor.
Honorable mentions will not count.

10.

Ken Freeman Award
a.
An athlete in grades 9-12 who participates in three sports and receives
three varsity letters in one school year will receive this medal on Honors
Day in May.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Attendance, attitude, training and school citizenship will be considered
in the awards.
Transfer students can transfer their athletic points to THS by providing
documentation.
There will be no automatic awards. They must be earned.
A record of awards shall be kept in the Athletic Office.
Only the recipient of an athletic award may wear or be in possession
of that award.
All equipment must be turned in to be eligible for awards.

Section 11)

STARTING DATES FOR PRACTICES AND CONTESTS will change each
School year
2015-2016 IHSAA Sports Seasons at a Glance and
Future Important Dates for school years 18-19
at the back of the Athletic Handbook. Also listed you will find Moratorium dates.

Section 12)

TRANSPORTATION POLICY
The athletic team of which your son/daughter is a member will be making several trips during
the course of the competition season. We will be making these trips on a safety-checked
bus/van driven by an adult-licensed bus driver (or in the case of the school van, a coach)
with coaches on board for supervision. A student-athlete will be required to travel by the
school provided transportation both to and from the athletic event.
We realize there will be extenuating circumstances, which may require students to use
private vehicles driven by their parents/guardians. Permission will only be granted upon
written request by the parent/guardian using the Travel Release Permission Form
provided by the Athletic Office. This form must be completed and on file in the Athletic
Office prior to the event, and the coach must receive the original copy from the student.
Permission will be granted only in extreme rare cases.

Section 13)

MEDICAL REGULATIONS
Schools are not permitted to administer aspirin or any other type medication.

Section 14)

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
If school is dismissed early for inclement weather, there will NOT be any athletic activities
after school on that day. If school is canceled for the entire day, coaches may get approval
of the athletic director or principal to hold an optional practice. No punitive action may be
taken against any player who cannot attend practice on inclement weather days.

Section 15)

COMMUNICATION
The Taylor High School Athletic Department supports an open line of communication between
coaches, athletes, and parents. Each coach is a unique individual and has his/her own style,
but they all care about our student-athletes. When a concern arises with your son/daughter,
below is the appropriate procedure we support:
1.

2.

3.

Have your son/daughter speak directly to his/her immediate coach at an
appropriate time when the coach is not coaching or teaching. For example, if
your son/daughter is on the freshman baseball team, he/she should speak to the
freshman coach after practice.
If a concern still exists, you as a parent should set up a meeting with the coach(s)
who work(s) directly with your child. This should be set up ahead of time with an
appointment. Attempting to talk to a coach before or after an athletic event is NOT
considered an appropriate time, and the athletic office does not expect our coaches to
participate in a meeting with a parent during these times. Confrontations after an event
are non-productive and not acceptable. Talk to coaches at the appropriate time with an
appointment scheduled in advance.
If a concern still exists after steps 1 & 2, contact the athletic director. Again,
schedule an appointment to ensure availability. The athlete, coach, parent(s) and
athletic director will meet to resolve the situation.

Athletic Office Phone number: 453-1101 ext 197

Section 16)

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PARENTS AND FANS
The IHSAA expects each member school to provide a safe environment that promotes good
sportsmanship for fans, officials, coaches and players. At a time when society is experiencing
increased incidents of physical confrontations and unmanaged anger associated with sports
on all levels, Taylor Junior/Senior High School wishes to keep our athletes, officials, coaches,
and fans safe by insisting on proper behavior and promoting our positive reputation for good
sportsmanship.
We are proud that the majority of our parents and fans set a behavioral example of the
highest standard. However, we are forced to address the issue by the few who do not
act appropriately.
Taylor Schools will not condone or permit inappropriate behavior directed toward players,
school staff, the opposing school, or game officials. Such behavior can cause the school
to suffer severe sanctions from the IHSAA or the Mid-Indiana Conference, and is embarrassing
to our school and community.
THS supports the IHSAA/conference rules and the emphasis on good sportsmanship. Proper
courtesy, behavior and decorum must apply to all situations, and sports are no exception.
Parents need to understand characteristics of the structure of school athletics and relationships
Involved.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

Participation in high school athletics is a privilege, not a right. Coaches will retain only
those players whose skills and attitudes meet the needs of the program, as defined by the
coach.
The coach alone is responsible for deciding who plays and how much.
By allowing one’s child to play sports, the parent is, in effect, turning over the child to the
coach for the period of time the player is in the sport. The coach will instruct the child and
keep the child safe within normal accepted standards.
Coaches are professionals and are operating within the best interests of all
student-athletes in their charge.
It is inappropriate for parents of fans to confront a coach after practice or an event.
Parents who have a concern are asked to contact the coach and schedule a meeting
at the appropriate time to avoid conflict at a potentially emotional time. If parents
cannot reach a satisfactory resolution through a meeting with the coach, they may
then contact the Athletic Director.
Swearing or making derogatory comments about the officials, coaches, players of
either team, or other parents and fans at an athletic event are never acceptable.
Attending an athletic event while intoxicated is not acceptable.
Being offensive in any other fashion is not acceptable.

Parents and fans that violate any of the above standards of behavior risk sanctions by
Taylor Junior/Senior High School including, but not limited to:
a.
A verbal or written warning
b.
Removal from the contest of premises. Temporary or permanent
banishment from attendance at Taylor Junior/Senior High School
athletic events and/or other school functions.

c.
Civil or legal action
In conclusion, we commend those parents who always exhibit exemplary behavior and
serve as positive role models for our student-athletes. We encourage our parents to
volunteer, to become involved with our teams, and to be supportive of the attempts of the
entire community to educate our youth. By working together, we will establish Taylor
athletics as a first class program.
We strive to make good sportsmanship at Taylor High School an expectation where
the players play, the coaches coach, the officials officiate, and the FANS ARE POSITIVE!

Section 17)

EXPECTATIONS OF ATHLETES
Athletes at Taylor High School are expected to be a positive role model both in and out of
school. They are expected to treat authority figures with the respect due them, and to take
an active and productive role in the classroom and the community in general. Also, they are
expected to live up to all team, department, and school rules and policies. As an athlete of
Taylor High School, the student-athlete is expected to live up to a higher standard of
expectations. We are proud to have students in athletics and hope that everyone’s
experiences are both enjoyable and rewarding.

Section 18)

RISK STATEMENT
As you embark upon your participation in athletics at Taylor High School there are several
things of which you and your parents need to be aware:
Participation in athletics presents a possibility of injury. Most injuries that
occur are relatively minor scrapes, scratches, sprains, strains, etc. However,
more serious injuries are possible. More serious injuries could possibly include
cuts, muscle tears, tendon or ligament damage, neck and spinal cord injuries,
and head injuries. It should be recognized that these conditions may require
major surgery, or may result in paralysis or even death. The coaching staff of
each sport will teach proper techniques for each skill and provide safe areas for
practice and competition. Your awareness is imperative that these injuries are
possible and following directions can save your life. Your coaches will provide
additional information regarding potentially dangerous activities in their sport.

Section 19)

ADMISSIONS

ADMISSION TICKETS
All-sports tickets are available for both students and adults. A $85.00 adult ticket, $50 middle/high school student ticket, or a $25 elementary school student
admits the holder to unlimited home athletic contests in grades 4 through 12. The all-sports tickets are not good for
tournaments hosted by Taylor. These tickets may be purchased in the athletic office, registration, or at the gate at any time.
All tickets for varsity events will be $5.00 at the door/gate. All other elementary/middle/high school athletic events (4-12) will
be $4.00 for all attendees age 6 or higher. Information needed concerning extra-curricular activities should be directed to
the Athletic Director, 453-1101 (ext. 197).

Admission Ticket Prices:
Varsity, JV, Freshman Games: $5 for ages 5-adult (school age children)
Middle School, or Elementary Games: $4

Sports Passes for unlimited games:
Adult All-Sports Pass: $85
Middle/High School Student All-Sports Pass: $50
Elementary (Tiny Titan) All-Sports Pass: $25
Family Pass-$185- immediate family only
Senior Pass- $70

Indiana High School Athletic Association, Inc.

9150 North Meridian Street, PO Box 40650, Indianapolis, Indiana 46240–0650
Phone: 317–846–6601 Fax: 317–575–4244 Website: www.ihsaa.org
Bobby Cox, Commissioner

_____________________________________________________________________________

Athletic Eligibility

A Basic Guide for Schools, Students and Parents
To Students

Your high school years will provide some of the most memorable and enjoyable moments you will ever experience. Competition in
interschool athletics is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, which will influence you forever.
Your participation in high school athletics is dependent on your eligibility.
Keep that eligibility. Read the following summary of Indiana High School Athletic Association rules which govern your participation.
Review the rules with your parents/guardians. Ask questions of your principal, athletic director/s and coaches.

To Parents

The value of participating in athletics has been well documented. Participants earn better grades, have better attendance and have a
greater chance for success in later life than non-participants.
Students must meet certain standards in order to maintain the privileges of competition.
Review the following rules with your son or daughter. Your role in stressing and supporting the value of following these rules cannot be
emphasized enough.

From the IHSAA

The Indiana High School Athletic Association has been the governing body of high school athletics in our state since 1903.
Your school is a voluntary member of the IHSAA and has agreed to follow its rules. Both your school and the IHSAA believe in equal
competition among schools and the close relationship between academics and athletics.
The IHSAA rules listed in this brochure are only a summary of some of the regulations affecting student eligibility. All rules are found in

the IHSAA By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation. Your principal and athletic director/s have copies and an on-line version also is
located at www.ihsaa.org

You are eligible if:

1. Age
You do not turn 20 years old prior to or on the scheduled date of the IHSAA State Finals tournament in a sport.
2. Amateurism
You have not played under an assumed name.
You have not accepted money or merchandise directly or indirectly from athletic participation.
You have not signed a professional contract in that sport.
3. Awards and Gifts
You have not received in recognition for your athletic ability any award that is not approved by your high school principal or the
IHSAA.
You have not used or accepted merchandise as an award, prize, gift or loan or purchase such for a token sum.
You have not accepted awards, medals, recognitions, gifts and honors from colleges/universities or their alumni.
4. Conduct and Character
You have not conducted yourself in or out of school in a way which reflects discredit on your school or the IHSAA.
You have not created a disruptive influence on the discipline, good order, moral and educational environment in your school.
5. Consent and Release Certificate
You have the completed certificate (physical form) on file with your principal each school year, between April 1 and your first
practice.
6. Enrollment
You enrolled in a school during the first 15 days of a semester.
You have not been enrolled more than four consecutive years, or the equivalent (e.g. 8 semesters or 12 tri-mesters, etc.),
beginning with grade 9.
You have not represented a high school in a sport for more than four years.
7. Illness and Injury
You are absent 5 to 10 or more consecutive school days due to illness or injury, and have participated in at least 4 separate
days of practice prior to competing.
You are absent 10 or more consecutive school days due to illness or injury, and have participated in at least 6 separate days of
practice prior to competing.
8. Participation
a. During Contest Season
You do not participate in try-outs or demonstrations of athletic ability in that sport as a prospective post-secondary school
student-athlete.
You do not participate in a practice with or against players not belonging to your school.
You do not participate in a non-school-sponsored contest without an approved waiver.
You do not attend a non-school camp.
You do not attend and participate in a student-clinic.
b. During School Year Out-of-Season
You do not participate in a team sport contest as a member of a non-school team where there are more than the following
number of students listed below in each sport, including incoming freshmen, who have participated the previous year in a
contest as a member of their school team in that sport.
Basketball - 3 Baseball - 5 Football - 6
Volleyball - 3 Softball - 5 Soccer - 6
You do not receive instruction in a team sport from individuals who are members of your high school coaching staff (Exception:
open facility).
You do not participate in a non-school contest that required participation during school time, without gaining approval by the
school principal or his/her designee.
c. During Summer
You do not attend any school-sponsored fall sports camp and/or clinic after Monday of Week 4 (See your athletic director for
specific dates).
You do not attend any non-school camp and/or clinic after Monday of Week 7 (See your athletic director for specific dates).
9. Practice
You have completed the required number of separate days of organized practice in your sport under the direct supervision of
the high school coaching staff in your sport preceding participation in a contest.
10. Scholarship
You passed 70% of the full credit subjects or the equivalent that a student can take in your previous grading period. Semester
grades take precedence.
You are currently enrolled in 70% of the full credit subjects or the equivalent that a student can take.
11. Transfer
You do not transfer from one school to another primarily for athletic reasons.
a. You are entering the 9th grade for the first time.
b. You are transferring from a school district or territory with a bona fide move by your parents.
c. You are a ward of the court.
d. You are an orphan.
e. Your former school closed.
f. Your former school is not an IHSAA member school and is not accredited by the state accrediting agency in the state where
the school is located.
g. Your transfer was pursuant to school board mandate for redistricting.

h. You enrolled and/or attended, in error, a wrong school.
i. You transferred from a correctional school.
j. You are emancipated, as defined by the IHSAA.
k. You did not participate in any contests as a representative of another school during the preceding 365 days.
l. You return to an IHSAA member school from a non-member school and reside with the same parent/s or guardian/s.
m. You transfer to a member boarding school with a corresponding move from the residence of your parent/s or you transfer
from a member boarding school with a corresponding move to the residence of your parent/s.
n. You are a qualified foreign exchange student attending under an approved CSIET program, who has attended a member
school for less than one year.
12. Undue Influence
You, your parents or guardians have not been influenced by any person to secure you as a student at a member school.
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